APPeNDI ¥ U4

First Release

Forestry Statistics 2017

Introduction, Glossary, Sources

Rei-ease date: 28 September 2017 -
Coverage: United Kingdom
. Geographical breakdown; Country

Issued by; IFOS-Statistics, Forest Resaarch,
231 Corstarphine Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7AT
Enquiries: Jackle Watson 0300 067 5238
statlstics@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Statistician: Sheila Ward 0300 087 5236
Website: wiww.forestry,gov.uk/statistics

1 | Forestry Statistics 2017 | Introduction, Glossary, Sources |



Forestry Statistics 2017

11.1 Sources: Woodland area and planting

————Tntroduction

The ‘definition of woadland in United Kingdom forestry statistics is land under stands of
trees W|th a canopy cover of at Ieast 20% (or having the potentlal to achleVe thls),

mcl ding i tegral open space, and mcludlng felled areas that are awaltlng restocking. There
ls no murn height for trees to form a woodland at maturity, so the defumtion lncludes
woodland scrub but not areas with only shrub species such as gorse or Rhododendron.

There Is no minimum size for a woodland. In this report, statistics based on the National
Forest Inventory (NFI), refer to woods and forests of at least 0.5 hectares, as mapped
through the NFI Previously, flgures based on the 1995 99 Nat|onal Inventory of Woodland
and Trees lncluded sample- based est;mates for woods and forests between 0.1 hectares
and 2.0 hectares in addition to mapped areas of 2.0 hectares or over.

This ls a slrghtly different defrnltlon from that used Internationally which is based on 10%
canopy caver, a minlmum he:ght at m urity of 5m and minimum area of 0 5 hectares The
latest esti ate ‘of the effect of the dlfference n mmimum _canopy tover threshold based on
B9 atlonal Inventory of Woodland and Trees, is that there are around 50

¢ f land with 10-20% canopy cover in the UK (or around 2% of the total
UK woodland area).,

Integral open space is included in woodland area flgures derlved from thée National Forest
Inventorywif the -areas of open space are less than a5 hectares Iarger areas are mapped

‘ Il excluded from thewwoodland area flgures Th|s differs slrghtly frorn the approach
used for the Natlonal Inventory of Woodland and Trees where areas of open space of up to
1.0°hectare were included as woodland.

' Woodland lncludes native and non-native trees; semi- natural and plantation

15

areas, Woodland habltat’ types are not currently differentiated in these statistics,

Most publlc sector woodland is owned by or managed by the Forestry Commission (FC) in
England and Scotlan _l\l \ural R sources Wales (NRW) in Wales, or the Forest Servu:e (FS)
ln Northern Ireland Woodland own d by lo al authorltles, the Mm[stry of Defence, and
other publlc sector bodiés Is included in “prlvate sector woodland",

The Natural Resources Wales woodland areas and land areas shown In this release relate to
areas previously owned or managed by Forestry Commission Wales, They exclude any
areas previously owned or managed by other parts of Natural Resources Wales, such as the
former Environment Agency in Wales and the former Countryside Council for Wales.

The following pages provide more detall on the data sources and methodolegy used to
produce statistics on woodland area and planting. A quality report on Woodland Area,
Planting and Restocking is availahle from our Quality web page.
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,hormally require the area to be restocked, but there are some cases In which trees may be

1 1 Woodland Area

£l Jesfi e 3 : fe oo i CARORy—
ver of at_least 20% (25% in Northern Ireland), or havmg the potentlal to achleve thls
The definition relat Jo“land use,_rather than land .cover, so integral open space and felled
areas that are_ewm ng restocking are i mcluded as woodland Further information, lncludmg
how thls UK deflnltlon compares with the international definition of woodland is prowded in
the Sources chapter.

Statistics on woodland area are used to inform government policy and resource allocation,
to provide context to UK forestry and land management Issues and are reported to
international organisations. They are also used in the compilation of natural capital
accounts,

Increases In woodland area result from the creation of new woodland, This can be achieved
through new planting or by natural colonisation of trees on land near existing woodland,
Further information is available in the section on New Planting.

Decreases in woodland area result from the conversion of woodland to other land uses. |
Regulatory approval is usually required before trees can be falled, Felling approval will

e

permanently removed, generally for environmental reasons. The permanent removal of
trees may also be authorised under planning regulations, to enable development.

Most public sector woodland is owned and managed by the Forestry Commission {FC) in =
England and Scotland, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) in Wales and the Forest Service -
(FS) in Northern Ireland. Other public sector woodland (e.q. owned by local authorities) is

included with privately owned woodland as “private sector” in this release.

The Natural Resources Wales woodland areas and land areas shown in this release relate to
areas previously owned or managed by Forestry Commission Wales. They exclude any
areas previously owned or managed by other parts of Natural Resources Wales, such as the
former Environment Agency in Wales and the former Countryside Council for Wales.
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